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In our Solar System, nine planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto), over 61 moons, many asteroids (mostly in a belt between
Mars and Jupiter), comets, meteoroids and other rocks and gas all orbit the Sun.
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The inner planets are those planets that orbit close to the sun. They are: Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars. They are relatively small, and are composed mostly of rock. Mercury and Venus have no moons; the Earth has one moon, and Mars has two tiny moons. In the drawing above, the sun, planets, moon, and orbits are not to scale.




The outer planets are those planets that orbit far from the Sun. They are: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. They are mostly huge, mostly gaseous, ringed, and have many moons (the exception is Pluto which is small and rocky, has one moon, and it considered to be a dwarf planet).

